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  Bransgore Croquet Club Annual General Meeting  

    Scheduled Meeting cancelled due to Corona Virus,  

    Procedures carried out by email. 

 

Minutes 

 

1 Minutes of the previous AGM, 2019 

Accepted and signed. Proposed by Jane Tivey, seconded by Barry Jolly. 

2 Matters arising 

None. 

3 Chairman’s Report (Art Wardle) 

Following public health advice, the AGM was indefinitely postponed in order not to expose 
club members to the potential spread of the Coronavirus. The decision was based entirely 
on the health and wellbeing of all our members. It was simply not acceptable to expose 
attendees to the unnecessary risk in attending the AGM meeting which would have been in 
the small hall with people in close proximity. 

However, there were AGM items that could be resolved via email, i.e. Election of Committee 
Members, Publishing the Club Accounts and Auditors report, and gaining approval of the 
2019 AGM minutes. All these items were successfully completed by email. 

Further to this, the Committee and myself have been in email contact to determine if the 
2020 Bransgore Croquet Club season should start in the first week of April as usual. 

The wellbeing of our members is our top priority and following Government and Public 
Health England guidelines of the 17th March, regarding minimising the spread of 
coronavirus, the difficult decision was taken to delay the start of our 2020 Season until 
further notice.  
Remaining positive, it is hoped that this delay will not be for too long and that we may be 
back on the lawns for the latter part of the season. Of course, the worst possible outcome 
would be that the whole of the 2020 season is lost. 
  
The Committee calculated the minimum cost per member to maintain the club’s status quo 
to be £35 for the 2020 season, and if we are able to get back to a functioning club, for any 
period of the 2020 season, then a pro rata membership fee, in addition to monies already 
paid, would be applicable. It is hoped that those members wishing to re-join and support 
our club in these unprecedented times will understand the need for such measures. The 
club is financially healthy and I am confident that we can weather this storm. 
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Obviously, due to these unfortunate circumstances we will now not be able to enter the 
Southern Croquet Federation Leagues or run our Club Tournaments. 
 
Despite not wanting to be the bearer of more bad news, there has been a setback in my 
proposal for a third lawn as, despite the Bransgore Parish Council Amenities Committee 
(BPCAC) recommending our proposal to the New Forest District Council which was agreed 
in principal, three objections were received from neighbours and the BPCAC reneged on 
their initial decision revoking our application in favour of reinvestigating a relocation to 
the far end of the playing field.  
Previous investigations concluded that only after extremely expensive ground works could 
this area be made usable for any kind of sports activities, so it is unlikely that this will come 
to fruition.  
Under Council rules, revoked applications cannot be reconsidered for six months so I will 
resubmit our proposal in the summer. I worked long and hard to get the proposal over the 
finish line so I am not going to give up on it without a fight. Watch this space! 

On a lighter note I would like to thank Kate and Lexi for all their diligent and hard work 
whilst serving on the Committee. Under the rules of ‘time in’ they were both obliged to 
stand down. Lexi’s role of Committee Member without portfolio will not be replaced but 
Sheila Davies will take on the role of Social Secretary. We welcome her to the Committee 
and I very much look forward to her input. 

4 Treasurer’s Report (David Brown) 

David Brown presented the Audited Accounts (Attached) 

The Club Reserves are very healthy, although in the current situation with Coronavirus 
and the possibility of no play during 2020 Season, the funds will probably diminish. 

The new Auditor, Alan Cater, provided a letter thanking David for the presentation and 
clarity of the Financial records and reported that the Club Accounts were accurate and 
well presented and officially signed them. 

5 Match Secretary’s Report (Terry Huxtable) 

In the 2019 season two teams were entered, one in the SCF GC Handicap competition and 
one in the SCF Level Play Handicap competition. For the 2020 season the club it is planned 
to enter two teams in the SCF GC Handicap competition. Art Wardle will captain the GC A 
Team and Terry Huxtable will captain the GC B Handicap Team. 

Mike Glew managed the Friendly Team during 2019 and offered to continue for 2020. 

6 Lawns Committee Report (Tony Cumes) 

The lawns were well maintained over the 2019 Season and all tournaments and matches 
were played. 

Scotty will rough cut the lawns in preparation for the 2020 season, although no further 
action will be taken until there is evidence from the Government that the Coronavirus 
situation has improved and play can resume.  

7 Social Secretary’s Report (Kate Crumpler) 

In 2019: 

This will be my last report as social secretary as I have done 6 years on the committee, 4 
years as Social Secretary. 

We had a very busy season with social events which were very well supported this year 
earning the club over £1000 for funds. 
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The BBQ was disappointing as it was so wet but still enjoyed by all and the end of season 
lunch proved to be a bit of a challenge as we decided to do it ourselves instead of hiring 
caterers and proved to be a great success. 

We had plenty of cakes to make for the match teas and entertained 3 local Probus clubs for 
afternoon tea. 

I now hand over to Sheila Davies who has given me excellent support and I hope I can do 
the same for her. 

For 2020:  

The Club Tournaments Draw Evening will be postponed until the situation in the country 

improves, which may be Season 2021. 

The Club BBQ will probably be cancelled. 

The End of Season Lunch has been booked for Saturday, 24th October 2020 at the 
Bransgore Community Church Hall, Shackleton Square. BH23 8AJ. This may go ahead as 
planned, and advice will be sent out nearer to the date, but it will be dependent upon the 
situation with the Coronavirus. 

8 Election of Officers 

The Chairman asked for a block vote to accept the election of the following Officers. 

Name Position 

Art Wardle Chairman & GC Club Captain 

Tricia Clayton Secretary  

David Brown Treasurer 

Tony Cumes Lawns Sub-Committee Chair 

Terry Huxtable Asst. GC Club Captain 

Sheila Davies Social Secretary 

Mike Tomkins AC Representative 

  
 

The election of the above Officers has been accepted by the members via email.  Proposed 
by Ruth Elkins and seconded by Barry Jolly. 

Non-committee roles 

Terry Huxtable GC Fixtures Secretary 

Barry Dench Web Master and Club Tournament Coord. 

 

Alan Cater agreed to continue in the role of Auditor for the club which was accepted by Art 
Wardle and Trish Clayton. 

9 AOB 

None 

 

Attachments: Audited, Club Accounts for 2020 
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